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Going the Distance –  
Summer Literature Review Assignment 

A major component of the summer workshop series is the Literature Review. The Literature Review is 

conceived as a final project to complete the virtual professional development series. The review serves as an 

alternate assignment to the traditional end of summer research presentation that accompany most summer 

research programs. While students are not as easily able to conduct in-person research under a faculty or 

graduate student mentor during the COVID19 pandemic, this assignment provides an opportunity for students 

to learn other important skills necessary for research careers and become familiar with the broader scientific 

significance of individual research. Each week students will be given an assignment that helps to build the 

literature review in a stepwise fashion. The assignments will be cumulative with each component expanding 

upon the work of the previous week. There are two separate tracks/skill levels for these assignments, 

separating students with little to no research experience from those who are already conducting research 

under a faculty mentor. In the case of the former, these students will explore three potential research mentors 

by reviewing the work of the mentors or related authors. Students with previous research experience will work 

with their mentors to design research topics that relate to their previous work or future interests.  
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Here are the stepwise assignments that build a literature review over 12 weeks in the summer. 

1. Curate a bibliography of resources addressing a specific research question. 
a. A learning module in this week’s workshop explores citation manager software such as 

Endnote or Zotero, search engines such as Google Scholar and PubMed, and utilizing 
library resources and databases. 

b. Students with no research experience will explore the work of 3 potential faculty mentors. 
Students will identify at least three resources authored by or directly related to each of those 
potential mentors.   

c. Students who have previous research experience will settle on a scope of topics in 
collaboration with their mentors, and produce a minimum of 10 sources related to the topic. 

d. Each student will create a short Powerpoint presentation on a reference from their 
bibliography for review by team leaders, in the style of a journal club discussion guide. 

e. All citations within the bibliography must be formatted according to discipline standards.  
2. Analyzing the logic of an article    

a. Students in both learning tracks (research novice vs. experienced) will be asked to fill out 
the “Analyzing the Logic of an Article” question sheet adapted from “The Miniature Guide to 
Critical Thinking.” Each student will work with their team leader to agree upon a set number 
of references from the bibliography of the previous week to complete the worksheet. At least 
three references should be considered using this worksheet.   

b. Each resource used in the lit review should be read using the lessons learned from this 
exercise, even though the worksheet is not required for all of them.  

3. Create an annotated bibliography 
a. Students will submit a formal written version of an annotated bibliography for their selected 

resources, according to provided guidelines for structure, style, and length of each entry.  
b. Submissions will be assessed using an established rubric.  

4. Compare and contrast 
a. Students will compare and contrast two of the articles from their bibliographies, using a 

guide provided by team leaders. The aim is to start viewing a body of literature within a 
broader context and synthesize these ideas to address a single research question.  

b. Summary sentences that compare and contrast the ideas in these sample articles should be 
prepared in preparation for integration into the review.   

5. Complete the literature review matrix 
a. Students will fill out the synthesis matrix created by the NC State University Writing and 

Speaking Tutorial Service Tutors. In this matrix, students compare and contrast four different 
articles.  

b. As above, summary sentences can be prepared.   
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6. Complete an outline  

a. Students will submit a formalized outline for the written literature review that includes a 
synthesis of all sources from the bibliography. 

b. Research novices will prepare three outlines that are much shorter than the full literature 
review outline prepared by those with some research experience.   

7. Peer review assignment 
a. Students will be assigned a peer to review their outline and assess the how successful their 

peer was addressing the research question.  
b. Students will be given a standardized rubric to evaluate their peers work.  

8. Full literature review 
a. Students will submit a formalized literature review on their given research topic.  
b. Students will be evaluated by the course leaders using the Literature Review Rubric.  

9. Final Presentations 
a. Students will prepare and present a two-minute summary of their research questions and 

what they uncovered from the process of completing a literature review.  
b. Reflections on the process of the lit review will be incorporated into the evaluation forms and 

focus group discussions as the workshop series ends.   


